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with courtesy, his gifts with avidity; a hollow truce for
forty years was agreed on; but in four months
(the terms of the treaty, and the pretext al-
leged by Astolph for its violation, are equally unknown)
the Lombard was again in arms.    In terms
of contumely and menace he demanded the
instant submission of Rome, and the payment of a heavy
personal tribute, a poll-tax on each citizen.    Astolph
now treated the ambassadors of the Pope with scorn.x
A representative of the empire, which still clung to its
barren rights in Italy, John the Silentiary, appeared at
Eome.    He was sent to Eavenna, to protest against the
Lombard invasion, and to demand the restoration of the
Roman territory to the republic.     Astolph dismissed
him with a civil but evasive answer, that he
would send an ambassador to the Emperor.
Stephen wrote to Constantinople, that without an army
to back the imperial demands, all was lost.

Astolph, exasperated, perhaps, at the demand of an
army from the East, which might reach his ears, in-
flexibly pursued his advantages. He approached the
Eoman frontier; he approached Eome. Not all the
litanies, not all the solemn processions to the most
revered altars of the city, in which the Pope himself,
with naked feet, bore the cross, and the whole people
followed with ashes on their heads, and with a wild
howl of agony implored the protection of God against
the blaspheming Lombards, arrested for an instant his
progress. The Pope appealed to heaven, by tying a
copy of the treaty, violated by Astolph, to the holy

* According to Anastasius, Astolph
was required to surrender to their
rightful loci all that he had usurped by

his diabolic ambition. This is a flower
of ecclesiastical rhetoric, yet showing
the papal abhorrence of the Lombards.